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1. Danger of war betueen'the United States and the Union
of Soviot Socielist Republics exists now ond will continue to
exist in the foreseeable future, Such a war, if it ocours,
might be initinted by a surprise atteck upon the continental
United States. |

2. Soviet military, econonic, sscurity and propaganda
neasures tal’en in response to a developing situction might pro~
vide some degree of strateglc warning, Althoush the approach
of hostile aireroft to continental United States targets might
not be detected at present, it is assumed that a vorning systen
capable of providing threc to aix hours of warning will be con-
pletely oparational by the end of 1955, Until the end of 1954,
however, it is improbable that nore thon one hour"s warning
would be recelived,

3. Such on attack could strilre any point in the United
Ctetes, and najor concentrations of population and industry

- would receive ¢ hich priority. |

4. This attacl: would consist pxineipally of atonic weapons

delivered by air, inmtroduced clandestinely, or deliﬁercd as
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warheods in guided missiles launched from submarine or mmtaoe
ships. (In the latter onss, mo warning would be received,)

5. Chenicsl and bdologlecl agents might be emplayed in
olandestine attacks against persons, livestocl, and erops.
Either as o part of the air attack or by clandestine means,
nerve gas might be used against key persomnel targets. Attempts
at sabotage of industry and comrnmications would ocour either
concurrently wvith or after the air attack, A1l of thege means

. might be used at the outbreal: of vnr ewven if the continental
United States were not subjected to air attack. Biological
agents vhoss origin could not be idenitified rmight be used at
any time, | '

6. It is assumed that the Soviet stoockpile in mid-1953
consists of about 100 weapons, having a yield of 30-100 kilo-
tons, that this will arise to about 200 by mid-1954 and to 300
by nid-1955. (The actual figure nay be from two-thinds to twice
as many as this estimate, Chanpes in veapon design may sub-
ataubiallyin@easgordemasethemmberufueapons, and 1ile-
vise alter the kiletonnage yleld of the individual weapons,)
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